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Recession-Proof Yourself With an Online Degree 

Studying Online Can Protect You From Economic Uncertainty Now … And In The Future

It's official: The U.S. economy is in a full-blown recession.  Massive corporate layoffs are announced nearly every 
day; each week seemingly brings another major U.S. business to the brink of failure; and unemployment numbers 
are rising every month.   Times are hard, and nearly everyone's feeling insecure about the future.  During difficult 
economic periods, education becomes more important than ever. 

While a college degree can't promise you a life of ease and comfort, a college education can most certainly make 
you more "recession-proof," both in this recession and any difficult times still to come.  Read on for facts, tips, 
suggestions, and lots of helpful information about weathering this recession (or the next one!) by earning your 
college degree online.     

Recession-Proofing Fact:   More Education = Less Risk of Unemployment

It's an undeniable trend -- higher education levels correlate directly with lower levels of unemployment.  Just take 
a look at this graph from the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Recession-Proofing Fact: College Graduates Earn More Money

Here's another powerful fact: Salary levels rise with educational attainment.  "The more you learn; the more you 
earn" may sound like a silly cliche, but armed with a degree (or degrees!) you could be laughing all the way to the 
bank.
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Recession-Proofing Fact: College Graduates Earn More Money

Recession-Proofing In Action:  How College Graduates Gain an Advantage

What distinguishes a college degree from a random piece of paper?  First and foremost are the powerful tools 
that a degree offers for both finding employment and advancing within a career field.  Here a just a few of the 
advantages college graduates enjoy in the job market regardless of the prevailing economic climate.   

Advanced Skills: A college degree indicates that the holder possesses a basic set of crucial communication 
and problem solving skills required to succeed at a variety of careers. 

Ability to Meet Employer Requirements: A growing number of professions require a college degree 
before even accepting applications. 

More Specialization: Some specialized job training is available only via a college degree program.

Better Networking Potential: Generally, college graduates are able to build a much wider network of 
contacts, friends, mentors, and colleagues than their high-school educated peers.
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7. Keeping your budget under control is an absolute-
must during tough economic times.  Studying for 
your college degree online -- as opposed to at a 
brick-and-mortar institution -- presents several 
financial advantages.  We've outlined a few in the list 
below.:   

8. 6.  You don't have to quit your current 
job.
In the old days, advancing your education usually 
meant giving up your job to pursue a degree full-
time.  Those days are long gone.  Because online 
degrees offer such a great degree of schedule 
flexibility, it's often possible for students to carry a 
full course load while maintaining a full-time job.  
Not having to give up your income stream to 
pursue your education is, well, priceless.  

5.  You'll Save Gas
Instead of commuting back and forth 
to your local college, you can attend 
class wherever you have internet 
access.  Over the course of earning 
your degree, this could save you 

thousands of dollars in fuel costs.

4.  You'll Save Time
The time you save from not having commute is time 
you can spend with your family.  (This can also help 
you save on childcare expenses.)  You can also 
accelerate the pace of your education: Most online 
schools aren’t tied to the traditional semester 
system, meaning you can study year-round.  

9.

10.3.  You Won't Have to 
Purchase As Many 
Textbooks

Many online degree courses make 
their materials available 100% 
online.  This means hundreds of 
dollars of savings in expensive 
textbook and course-material fees.    

2.  You Can Get Financial Assistance
Online degree programs, like regular 
degree programs, offer you the 
opportunity to receive federal 
student loan aid.  By then, the 
economy should be back on the 
upswing.  You may also be able to pay 

with grants and scholarships. Be sure 
to talk with a college admissions office for more 
financial opportunities. You can call 1-877-800-4802 
for more information about what Saint Leo 
University has to offer.
 

1.  You Can Get a Head-Start
Since most online degree programs don't operate 
on a traditional semester system, you'll often have 
the opportunity to get started with your studies 
right away.  The less time you spend waiting for 
arbitrary class-scheduling, the sooner you'll be on 
your way to more economic security.

6 Ways Studying For Your Degree Online Saves You Money
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Recession-Proofing Strategy -- Target High-Growth Career Fields
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Even amidst the current chaos, certain career fields are thriving.  If you’re thinking about switching or upgrading your career 
path, then you’ll want to do some research on the job categories expected to continue growing regardless of the economic 
climate.  These could be emerging fields like environmental science or alternative energy, or more established sectors like 
health care.  

Below, take a look at this chart compiled from U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics plotting the growth of various career fields 
through 2016.  Think about what fields might interest you and jot down any notes about the various career paths you might 
be considering:

*Source Ð U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Job Field % Growth 
By 2016

Relevant  Online Degree Notes/Interest

 Law Enforcement  13.46 Criminal Justice

Business and Financial 
Operations

16.08 Business Administration

Medical and Health Service 
Managers

16.41 Health Care Management

Correctional Officers 16.88 Criminal Justice

Detectives and Investigators 17.34 Criminal Justice

Accountants and Auditors 17.70 Accounting

Medical Records Technicians 17.81 Health Care Management

Mental Health Counselors 30 Psychology, Liberal Arts

Network and Data Systems 
Analysts

54.6 Computer Information Systems
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Recession-Proofing Resources : More Help on the Web
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Looking for more help on how to channel your skills, talents, interests, and career dreams?  The websites below are excellent 
resources for planning your economic future.    

www.careervoyages.gov – Explore fast-growing industries and occupations

www.careeronestop.org – Research alternative career paths and compare salary data

www.salaryexpert.com – Data on 90,000+ job descriptions

www.careerplanner.com – Comprehensive career counseling web resource

www.payscale.com – New site with slick tools and interface

www.collegeispossible.org – Advice on earning a degree while managing a family and career.

Recession-Proofing Resources : More Help from Saint Leo University

Get Free Personalized Career and Education Advice: Our highly trained counselors will speak with you 
personally about your career and education goals, with no obligation.   At Saint Leo University, our faculty, staff, and 
counselors are 100% accessible and committed to our online students!

You can sign up for a free consultation at our website: online.saintleo.edu

Or you can call our toll free number: 1-877-800-4802
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